
   TE WAIORA NEWS 
Welcome to our spring edition of the Te Waiora Newsletter. By producing this newsletter we 

hope to keep you informed with the happenings of the Centre. Please feel free to contact us with 

your thoughts; you can find our contact details on the back page.  
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           Jesus said : Come to me, all who are weary and  

burdened, and I will give you REST 
(Matthew chapter 11) 

Our Annual Thanksgiving Service is Coming soon. 

 

Sunday 3rd November 2:30 pm. 

St John’s Church (just before Te Waiora entrance) 

Followed by Afternoon Tea at Te Waiora 

Guest Speaker: Bishop Peter Carrell 

Everyone Welcome 

Come and celebrate and see what has changed. 

Announcing changes to the board. 

Brian Knopp has stepped down as chairperson but will remain on the board. 

Alison Jephson has kindly taken on the chairperson role effective from September. 

We would like to thank Brian for the commitment he made as chairperson and all the 

hard work he has put in over the years. Some exciting changes happened during his 

time as chairperson, which are a credit to him. We look forward to  his ongoing sup-

port as a board member and volunteer at working bees. 



Kia ora supporters and friends.   

There is always a lot going on behind the scenes at Te Waiora and we give thanks 

for all that God has been doing in recent months.  The big news is that the work to 

convert the garage to a bedroom as part of the hosts’ flat, effectively almost dou-

bling the size of their accommodation, as well as adding a freezer room and extra 

storeroom, has now been completed and looks amazing.  This work involved a ma-

jor financial commitment, only made possible through the generosity of supporters, 

and in particular one bequest.  We know the benefits will continue for many years 

ahead. 

Then, before that was finished we received a donation of two garages to be removed from adjacent prop-

erties in Christchurch, plus a separate donation of free labour to dismantle them plus transport them to 

Hororata.  Our God doesn’t leave anything to chance!  The need now is for funds to cover the cost of a 

building consent plus the cost of erecting them on site at Te Waiora, including connecting the power so 

that part of the space can be used as a workshop. 

In the midst of this activity, and thanks in no small measure to our hosts, John and Ruth, guests have con-

tinued to find a place of tranquility and rest for mind, body and soul as they enjoy this very special place of 

retreat and healing. 

As we plan for our annual Thanksgiving Service on 3rd November (see notice on the front page) we have 

so much for which to thank our God who loves to give good gifts to His children.  And so often he has 

used you, our friends and supporters, to provide Te Waiora House with both financial and practical assis-

tance, and prayer support in this ministry.  So please consider this a personal invitation to join us at this 

Thanksgiving service. 

Lastly I want to thank Brian Knopp for his time as chair of the Te Waiora Christian Trust, and look forward 
to many more years of his involvement on the board.  We have recently juggled the responsibilities we 
each carry as board members, and I am now very privileged to chair this amazing group of people. 

Alison Jephson 

Alison Jephson 

Vouchers 

Vouchers can be pur-

chased from Te 

Waiora House and 

are ideal to gift or 

thank somebody who 

could benefit from a 

time at  the House, or 

a special appreciation 

for service given in 

your church or com-

munity.  

Special discounts are 

available for multiple 

vouchers. 

Have you been to our website or facebook page? 

Like or follow us on facebook to get up to date news 

www.tewaiorahouse.org.nz              facebook: Te Waiora House 

Share us with others 

Spring has arrived at 

Te Waiora and it is a 

wonderful time to vis-

it, for the day or over-

night stays and also 

for group bookings. 

Make sure you don’t 

miss out and book in 

advance so we can 

provide as much 

choice as possible for 

your stay.  

From The Chairperson 



And from the hosts …..     

YOUR PRAYERS FOR TE WAIORA ARE SO GREATLY VALUED… 
 

Being thankful for : 

• Volunteers and productive working bees 

• The blessing many guests speak of for their time with us; 

• The need for funding to effect the gifted garages 

And asking that : 

• Our God will guide the Trust with the on-going developments; 

• Suitable new trustees will be identified; 

• In all things, God will be glorified. 

• God will provide wisdom and strength for Ruth and John 

Warm spring greetings. There are many signs of new life and the orchard is 

graced with daffodils!  

There is so much to be thankful for at this time. A steady stream of guests 

continue to enjoy the presence and peace of God here, and it’s a joy to see 

His work refreshing, transforming lives, lifting burdens and empowering peo-

ple to walk in His joy and freedom. 

July for us was a wonderful month of rest, catching up with friends and family. In our absence, work was 

undertaken to enlarge the staff living space, and we now have a very comfortable bedroom and living 

room as our on-site sanctuary of rest! This has been hugely helpful for us, and a practical investment for 

the enhancement of Te Waiora. We feel very privileged to be the recipients of the benefit of a bequest 

that was set up many years ago, by a generous Te Waiora supporter. God’s timing is always perfect, 

and a reminder that when we invest in the Kingdom of God, we invest in eternity. Though we might not 

see the benefit in our lifetime of the specifics of our giving, we are investing in the future of His work. 

Since returning, we’ve had a bumper month of 57 individual bednights in August, each guest with their 

unique Te Waiora experience. 

We look forward to seeing many of you at the Thanksgiving Service and warmly invite you for afternoon 

tea afterwards and to have a tour of the building alterations.  

Be blessed 

John and Ruth 

Ruth and John 

There is a boat in the Garden!! 

Is it Brian’s last gift as Chair? He 

clearly cant sail! 

Come and see why its here ….. 



Contact Us 

Hosts: Ruth and John 

Thompson 

tewaiorahouse@xtra.co.nz 

03 318 0789 

 

Trust Chairperson: Alison 

Jephson 

Alison.Jephson@gmail.com 

027 514 1585 

 

Newsletter : David Elliott 

elliottfamily@actrix.co.nz 

03 358 9381 

 

Trust Mail: PO Box 20-419  

Christchurch 8543 

 

Te Waiora House: 236 Ho-

rorata Rd, RD2 Darfield 7572 

 

N.B. Please advise us of any 

changes, additions, or  

deletions to the mailing list or 

if you want to go digital via 

email. 

DONATIONS AND GIFTS TO THE MINISTRY (please specify if your gift is for a specific purpose **)   

 

Name .....................................................                            ** ................................................................................ 

 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Enclosed :  $...................... 

An annual receipt will be sent after 31 March, but  please tick here if an immediate receipt is required:  (     ) 

Please send to :  Te Waiora Christian Trust,  P.O.Box  20-419, Christchurch 8543    

                    or Direct Credit  /  or  Automatic Payment: 03 1704 0014464 00 

      Please email your name and address to Te Waiora for on line donations  

THE TRUST IS VERY THANKFUL   
Thankyou to all those who kindly donate to the ministry financially or as volunteers. 

Thanks again to ReachOut Press who print  this newsletter. 

Thanks to Archer Retirement Village for donating the two garages for us to now erect. 

Thanks to Graceworks Demolition for dismantling and relocating the garages to Te Waiora. 

 

We would also welcome more monthly financial contributors if you are able as this enables us to 

better plan and budget for the future. Contact us if you would like to help or want to contribute to 

the funds needed to rebuild the garages. 

Wonderful Feedback on Te Waiora 

A group of eight women from the Anglican Parish of Burnside met at Te 

Waiora House at the end of June for a prayer retreat.  With beau ful 

clear crisp days, and the warmth of the log burner, everyone found it 

was an opportunity to draw close to God.  Among the comments from 

various par cipants was this:  

"Te Waiora is a place of peace & love where I was refreshed in 

my faith & strengthened in my prayer life. For me having very 

specific ‘God centred  me’ was amazing & releasing" 

"Te Waiora is a very special place, away from the busyness of 

everyday life. It was good to spend  me quietly in the garden, 

reflec ng on God's crea on and his love for us...". 

 Jo Bean, penned the following prayer  

Thank You Lord 

Thank you lord for the li1le things that bring a smile. 

A beau ful bedroom. A  welcoming hug. A place of silence to hear you 

speak. A ray of sunshine from above. 

A bird singing in the trees. 

Thank you lord for the wisdom of others; Some long le4 this earth, and 

some close by. 

Thank you lord that they are willing to share and be led by your Spirit. A 

prayer. A poem.  A thought about you. A cry from the heart. A verse 

opened in wonder. 

Thank you Lord For this special space; A place of retreat To listen to 

you.  To be quiet. To lay down cares. To sing with joy. To cry with grief. 

To be s ll and know that you are God. 


